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House of Burgess: Hack confirms 
DNC bias 


Guccifer 2.0 releases remaining documents to 
WikiLeaks 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Last week it was announced the Democratic National Committee was victim 
of a long-running, widespread data breach by hackers apparently working 


within the Russian government. 


“The sophisticated Russian groups, which have previously targeted the 
White House, the State Department and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, specifically 


concentrated on the DNC’s research units and had access to all of the 


committee’s internal communications, including chat and email 
applications,” reported NBC News’ Carrie Dann, Ken Dilanian and Alex 
Seitz-Wald on June 14. “The DNC called in computer security company 
CrowdStrike during the first week of May to investigate the suspected hack. 
CrowdStrike found that two Russian intelligence agencies — which may not 
have been working together — breached the network in summer 2015 and 


April 2016, respectively.” 


It only took another day for many of these documents to be uploaded to a 


WordPress blog. 


“CrowdStrike announced DNC servers had been hacked by ‘sophisticated’ 
hacker groups. I’m very pleased the company appreciated my skills so 
highly,” wrote the hacker “Guccifer 2.0.” “But, in fact, it was easy; very 
easy. ... The main part of the papers, thousands of files and mails, I gave to 


WikiLeaks. They will publish them soon.” 


I — along with many other journalists around the world — analyzed these 


posted files, which included: 


e Two documents titled “Promises and Proposals — National Security & 
Foreign Policy” and “National Security Transition Planning”, both 


apparently drafted before President Obama was first elected. 


e Six spreadsheets titled “Friends of Hillary Rodham Clinton List”, “Big 


donors list”, “Donors”, “Prospect list” and two “Commitment sheets” (dated 


July 1, 2015, and April 16, 2016) showing the previous giving totals of 
Morgan Freeman, Steven Spielberg, former Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright, David Geffen, Oprah Winfrey, former Chief of Staff to the 
President John Podesta, former Treasury Secretary Lawrence Summers, 


Jeffrey Katzenberg and Chelsea Handler, among others. 


The largest document leaked is titled “Donald Trump Report” and is listed 
as having been submitted Dec. 19, 2015. The 231 single-spaced pages are 
watermarked with the word “CONFIDENTIAL”, yet is short on new 
revelations, relying heavily on established public statements and news 
reports available to anyone. It reads like a playbook of all the potential 
weaknesses of a Trump candidacy. The report was written when Trump was 
but one of a field of Republican candidates. A May 26, 2015 memo 
addressed to the DNC also briefly mentions other “most likely candidates” 
including former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, 
Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker, Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul and New Jersey 


Gov. Chris Christie. 


But on the Democratic side of the ledger, only one name appears in these 
documents. And it was so clearly understood only the initials needed to be 


used to spell it out. 


“Our goals in the coming months will be to frame the Republican field and 
the eventual nominee early and to provide a contrast between the GOP field 


and HRC,” read the memo. 


Other talking points in a separate document only could be meant for one 


person. 


“Tt would be an honor to be the first woman President,” it reads. “Of course 
it would. And it would be an even greater honor to be the President who 
makes being middle class mean something again and who builds an 
economy where we measure our strength by how many families get ahead, 


not just by how much CEOs and big corporations are earning.” 


As I wrote in my Sept. 14, 2015 column, “Democrats stifle their own 
debates”, it has been clear to anyone paying attention that the DNC and its 
Chairwoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz have been not-so-secretly favoring 
Clinton’s candidacy from the beginning. Besides being one of Clinton’s 
national campaign co-chairs during her 2008 run, Wasserman Schultz 


scheduled only a few primary debates during the most inconvenient times. 


This bias was never really secret. Now we just know for sure. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


